The Almighty glorifed in Judgment. 
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by N and ſtrengthen the things which remain, that are 
ay to die. — Nabel- how thou haſt received and heard, 
WJ" HolD rasr, and rePENT. — If thou ſbalt not watch, 7 

al come on thee as a thief, and thou ſhalt not know what hour 
% come upon thee ! 


Cur1sT to the church of Sardis —Rev. 111. 2, 3. 
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And the ſame hour was there a great 
earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
city fell, and in the earthquake were 
ſlain f men ſeven thouſand ; and the 
remnant were affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. The ſe- 
cond ue is paſt, and behold, the third 


woe cometh quickly. 


T is an heavy charge brought againſt ſome 
in the. — 4 has * not in 
their minds the works of the Lord, neither 
confidered the operations of his hands ; and 

tie puniſhment denounced againſt them for it 

828 heavy — Therefore ſhall he break them down, 

and not build them up. The contrary to this the 

wet pſalmiſt exemplified in his own practice 

I meditate (ſays he) on all thy works, and I muſe 

n the works of . thy hands. And when he had 

thus meditated, his delight was to tell of them in 

the gates of the daughter of Zion. Of all God's 
vorks he loved to diſcourſe, but never did he 
four forth more edifying ſtrains, than when in 

555 : 1 order 


21 

order to chuſe and keep in the way of truth, the and 
Judgments of the Almighty were laid before him, te 
when he remembered thine everlaſting Judgments, On! 
O Lord, and received comfort. For it is the pri- 


vilege of a Chriſtian ſoul to draw the water off “e 
life from the flinty rock, on the outfide of which 7 
others fall, and are broken ; to extract the ſweet- F 
neſs of divine conſolation from afl herb, Wich 5 
the world finds bitter as Wwormwocd. But if w 0 a 
would do this, our thoughts muſt "ſettle and he 
dwell on theſe judgments. We muſt not con! of th 
tent ourſelves with the tranſient" glance of af 5 t 
wakened curioſity only, but tr meditate an _ fo 
muſe on them, till being led to depoſit the bur 0 yk 
den of our fins by repentance, and lay faſt hol 3 
on the merits of the Redeemer. by faith, wil 8. | 
likewiſe receive the Spirit of camfort, and are fili 0 dl 
ed with 7oy in the H. Ghoſt. The ' burniliation a 
a day is a good beginning; but it is only a b 4 
ginning.. And ir de FUR fle 00 gain the A nd 
ndant of faith, and end as ſbon as we have , 
gun, a relapſe will be worſe than the diſczf 4) 0! 
and we ſhall forfeit our hope in him wo kf ad 
faid, not he that beginneth, but he that endurl þ OR 
ano the end ſpull be "faved, For theſt reaſon f 0. 
aer truſt it will be neither unſcaſonable, ni Pop 
vos," to employ our meditations a litt den 
onger on'th al Gets that have of late alt 2 
E the World; that ſo, 15 the mouth pts Shel 
wennn pe, the great Hurb they rain 
teach may be ebe. Ef bas 


ſeems now) to hang a chbud/pver this eee 0. 
dy to break upon it in '# ſtotm, unleſs os | "OY 


4+ 4 


nitent and faithful hearts. Mhile aue are.mujin 
on ſuch events as theſe, "he fire of devotion 6] 
burn, and then we ſhall ak with. our tongues, 
we ſhall beſeech the Lord | to be gracious unto his 
und, and turn away captivity 2 NW. 

Far be it from me preſumptuouſly to attempt 
prying into the archives. of heaven, or endeavour 
to aſcertain the. particular event propheſied of in 
the LEY of. the text. A practical application 
of them to ourſelves will be of much more be- 


ltion. It is, ſufficient for our preſent urpoſe, 
bas the ey deſcribe a judgment, and the effect of it. 
duch a judgment Cod has now cauſed to be beard 
fom heaven., The earth has trembled, and is 
tardly. yet. Hill. For this ſame hour, or period of 
Worl 's duration, there has indee been 4 
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We haye ever known. Not 4 
5 large, rich, jr. populous 

e queen of traff af, mer- 
122 no 1885 left . TS once 


N 


vor 2 n all 1 2nd. —— ava 
1 . at 3 ee The renmant are driven 
If Nat into 1. bee in FY moſt wretched, miker- 


ble, forlorn | condi tion, without, lodging, food, 


Þ ruins, from luxury and delicacy to wank anc 
unger, from lace and embroidery to cold: 
l kkedneſs, and, in ſhort, from affluence to beg- 


A 2 gary. 


and ſcattered by the prayers ſent forth from pe- 


0 
* — — — - 
* rh _ - — of 
3 — - — 
— _ - 
— — - — w 
— — G - — 3 5 — — * 
— —ů— — = — NEE . 
—— — Ss 
* — In Open << — — —— — — 
nn 2 n 


— 
— — 
Ko 


(fit and advantage, than a chronological diſqui- 
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Thee tbe fret of the eite che report 


can 

Mes, that e Liſdon is deftroyed,” and all faces Ml fails 
are pale wich a nagement and horror. The ex- whe 
changes Mut; and dhe buſineſs of the world, wrat 
money and Zain, for « once, ata ſtand; — £4 the ud: 
noiſe of ber Fal the earth is n andthe coy is (tt 
heard among the nat. The merchants half 4 
ee Were mac rich by os and every /hip-maſfter an 
wand all ee fluss, and ſailors, and pal 
4A many as fru by ſen; arc heard E | Led. 
* ins, ſaying, alas, alas, that grear city yt om 
© was clothed in fine linnen, and ' purple, 4; eig 
te ſcarlet, and decked with gold and p- cle. Fo RE 
and peart; how in ene bour is the made de ha 
« Jate, and ſo great riches come to noughi. dot 
And now, when we enter into our cloſet | 1 
and ſhut the doors 8 upon the diſſipa ation and d 1 the +; 
traction of a | thoughtleſs world, what do we im © © 


100 this is for? For us to read ofer the 1 


the } 92 20 76e goin} wo of the 7 —_ 
n Cape i the vateby"ahecohdbitants 
nary! leur rig 


the obe beconſneſe;\ wwhiiteryet' 
. Hal faſts, eber he wppears wit Zion 
ls (ard tolls rhe aven'from-aboue, 

burth fon eneathy thut be muy9udg? 

ee de my brethren, Ne 687 
abide the day of his. | coming, ar who dares ſay 


Rev. viii. 15,47, b IL xavig. c Mal. in. 


» at 


91 

can ſtand when he appeareth ? The earth, we ſee, 
fails before him, and.* rembler at tbe look of him, 
when thro the cloud. of judgment the fire of his 
wrath ſhews'itſelf;. the ſea and the Waves ſwell 
and roar at his preſence. The mountarns ſee him 
« (tho' inipdow not) they.ſee bim and tremble ;— 


« #heqoaters:/awthee, O God, the waters ſaw thee, 
"cane, afraid, the overflowing of the. water 
paſſed by; the deep uttered 8 woice, and liſt- 
Ret up his hangs on bigh.” O may the. remnant 
ef men, and the great cities of the world, be ſo 
nM rigbted, with a ſaving fear, as to ) give glory 2 
te God of heaven! The proper way to do this, 
hall. eder to dan out in 8 1 
9 iſcourſe, after I 
«I 1. Conſiderin Dias the 88. ack concerning 
m ke author. aig of earthquakes, 5 


Arid Iſt, as to the author of them. They do not 


4 | — ino ſuch thing. «© Not a Hhurrou (fays 
6 nk Truth himſelf) Gals: to the ground without 
pur facber:: Or is forgotten before Gal If there 


hy, but de whole, dipl thereaf is -of 
22 A to matrre, no doubt. Du” if 


%. # as 1. 
* 


er = tive 
ang —— avhich =p pre- 


1 ow erv. 32 b Hab. 111. 10. e Pf. IIZvII. 16. 
Matt. x. 0 Luke X11, 6, e Prov. xvi. 33. 
fent 


me by chance, or nature. For as to > 
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ſent they ſeem pretty much at a loſs to do. But 
the queſtion to be atked by every one, that is not 
fat gone in the arbeiſm of the times, is, who 
created theſe ſecond cauſes by his power, and; 
directs them by his wiſdom, to produce ſuch ef- 
fects, at ſuch times, in ſuch places, and for ſuck 
purpoſes? Even he, Þnown unto whom are, all 
85 works from the beginning of the world, and 
who diſpoſed every event from that time to the 
conſummation, to anſwer the deſigns of his wi 
dom, and perform the part. allotted. it in hi 
great and ſtupendous plan, which compoſed thi 

ſong of the Pſalmiſt, of * mercy. and judgment 


„ Ez „ 
* 


well as promoti 


: , 2 1 I < 
1 & 2.4 \TTi* 6 eie A. 
other cala 

a” » 2 2 F "is 0% 


2 Ats xv. 18. b Pſ. ci. 1. c Am. 111.65. d 
. * SES 4 . . 


an) purpoſe, in his life 


OT 


871 


| 18 F -1 4 CLAS: ie LATE. Mob e, 33 | 14110. 
band of God. But to keep cloſe to the p oint in 
hand, I ſhall prove at large from the S8. that 


urthquakes are Io, by going oper the accounts of 


thoſe there recorded. The iſt of which is that 
errible earthquake at the flood, when the waters 
f che great deep beneath, rifing and ſwelling, 
"WM burſt their way thro” the earth that ſtands upon 
em, and ſhook and broke the whole to pieces. 
the fountains of the great deep (ſays *1 Wes) 
were broken up. The foundations of the earth 
u d ſhake ( ſays * Jaiab, alluding to the flood,) 
be earth is utterly Broten down, the earth is 
18 clean di ſolved, the earth is moved exceedingly, 
"IF ind 'reels to and fro ike à drunkard.” This 
MMnvulfion and diffolution of the earth by the 
fers of the great deep which lieth beneath, 
Wd upon which he earth is founded and prepa- 
, might afford an hint, worth purſuing, touch- 
the natural means made uſe of in the zul 
L in 


0 
) 
a 


— & 
. 


of earthquakes, as alfo a reaſon why, 1 
I; WY tate dreadful ati to the world, the, whole , 
of waters was, at one and the {ame in- 
in agitation. But this by the way. W. 
re obferve of this great and terrible carth-. 
0 ke and flood is, that God fays — © Bebold J, 
bd leſt fixture e ould ddt) ren. 1, da. 
g a flood upon the earth. Another earthquake. 


WAY ; eee 19 n Venn enen | 
kre was at the giving the lau, when mount 
ai, quaking greatly from its foundations, cau- 


Lan equal Commotion in the ſouls and bodies 


al that wore in the camp. The next mention 


ws # 


a Gen. vII. II. b If. xxIv. 19. © Gen, vt, 17. 
that 


$ 5 
that is made of them is, when *zhe earth opened 
and fwallowed up Dathan, and covered the compa- 
ny of Abiram, of which Moſes ſays — If theſe 
te men die the common death of all men, or if they 
te be viſited after the v:/itation of all men, then 
ce the Lord hath not ſent me; but if the Lord 
te make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, 
ce and fwallow them up, with all that appertain 
te unto them, and they go down quick into the. pit, 
te then ye ſhall underſtand, (and he that heareth 
ce jet him underſtand) that theſe men have pro- 
ce yoked the Lord.” There was one in the days 
of Uzz:ah, king of Judab, which the prophet 
Amos thus foretells —*< The word which Ann 
ec faw_ concerning Mael, two years before 154 
ce earthquake ; and he ſaid, the Lord will roar 
ce from Zion, and utter his voice from Jeruſam 
ce and the habitations of the ſhepherds ſhall? 1 
de mourn,. and the top of Carmel ſhall wither.) 
Tſatah is expreſs, 29. 6. © Thou ſhalt be visir. 
ED of the Loxp with EaxTHqQuUakre.” H . 
the centurion, tho a heathen, /aw the earthquaii® 
at Chriſts crucifixion, he gave a teſtimony, tha 
I fear will riſe in judgment againſt many, tha 
call themſelves Chriftzans — * Truly (ſays he 

this was the ſon of God.” An earthquake mad 
him own the divinity of Chriſt when he hu 
upon the croſs; and it won't make Chriſtian 
own him, tho he is enthroned in heaven! J. 
it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſed 
lm ! The earthquake at the reſurrection, : 


. evi. 17. b Numb. XVI. 29. c Amos 1. I, 
d Matt. XXVII. 54. # t 


ya 7 "TOY St SS e * W OY ab N n i 
. n . : V 5 * : : 
; , : - 
8 a 
* 
. 6 » 
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— j 


bed N V. . May wn her 
fare 7651 > any; e us we 
ave * heard bel, 


abon oY ſe: 
e #4 gag ws: 
x know, that, God's arm. is not. ſhortened, or be. 

b governor of the world, ſince he ſent his ſon 
blave it, than he was before. And to prevent 
ens dTOWZ Ine! and for gctfulneſs, he has , It 30 
kl X told us, that he wal ſend. earthguakes i in, 

5 , as forerunners of his. coming, that 
ea might . up their heads, and. prepare for it, 
it fall "Deep again and cloſe their eyes, till 
they 3 oc; the rich nan did, in 1 

ix gh 53 have. an * make, 
1% e e N 1 ee e rs 
ae A eg. ige 
the World. So again, Ch 455 19 1 be 
mple of Cod dat opened in heaven, ant“ 
anſequence) there were I ghtenings, and fogir. 
e, and thundri gs, and an earthquale, 1 
eat bail. Ta. Ch. 16. 17.:&6. Jomends. 5 
a Matt xxvIII. 4. 5 IC, 11x.1. he... 


# af i 


8 5 of , \ ” . | £0 
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the end of all things * And the 7th angel Pour 
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« his «vial into the air, and there came a gre 
© vice out of the temple of heaven, from t 
* me As it is de; and there were «y 
* ces, and thunders, and ligbtenings. And the 
«was a great earthquake, ſuch as was not fin( 
© men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an eart! 
ce quake, and ſo great; and the great city v 
ce divided into three parts, and the cities of t 
«nations fell.” a e 

"Theſe ſcriptures, 1 truſt, are ſufficient to proy 

that earthquakes come not from chance, or 
tue, but from the God of heaven. I proce 
therefore to ſhew the cauſe of God's ſendi 
"theſe judgments. The cauſe then, in one wol 
is SI N. And the man that is no inner, let l 
ſtand boldly forth; he has no cauſe to trend 
| "Where is he amongſt us? Alas! there is 
| ſuch man. There never was but one, fince 
fall, and 4 cloud has received him out of our fig 
The judgment of the curſe upon the earth is co 
upon all others, for that all have finned. I 
| 8 the effect of /in, and an earthꝑuale is 
effect of the curſe. For ſurely here we r 
well aſk the prophet Habakkuk's queſtion — 

* © Was the Lord diſplegſed againſt the rin. 
c was thine anger againſt the rivers, was 0 
< wrath againſt the ſea,” and the earth, ti 
thou didſt cauſe the one to ſwell, and the o 
to ſhake? Is the Lord diſpleaſed with the cout 
of nature; is he angry with the quiet and pea 
able order of the world, that he turns it in 


2 Hab. 111.8. | 
X | confufio! 


: E OW 
aofuſion? No, he is the God of order, and 
not of confufon. And at the creation, ſaw all bis 
urls that be had made, and behold they were very 


n brought confuſion into the ſpiritual world, 
ud that immediately affected it's counterpart the 
mtural, For the natural world was created to 
e a picture of the ſpiritual; and therefore the 
order in the one occaſioned a correſpondent 
liorder in the other to repreſent it. The whole 


oh creation groaneth and trauaileth in pain to- 
wher until now, and theſe are ſome of her 


all confine myſelf, as in the former part, to 


u faith, but were all earthly, ſenſua 


8 Rom, y111. 22. b Ibid. 12. 
3 by 


md, There was no evil or diſorder in them. 
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ation fell with it's Lord and maſter, man, and 
mpathizes in his miſery to this hour. The 
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roes and pangs, which ſhew ſhe is pained to be 
tivered from the bondage of corruption. All the 
ments that ever God ſent upon the world, 
re for the /ins of thoſe that dwell therein. I 


athquakes only. If you aſk, what ſhook the 
rh to pieces at the flood? It was n. God 
Faw that the aw:ckedneſs of man was great in the 
arth, and that every imagination, every pur- 
poſe and defire of the thoughts of his heart 
[was only evil continually.” His thoughts were 
ner turned to God and heaven P devotion 
The earth was corrupt, for all fleſh had cor= 
upted his way. The world was like a city. 
has ue in it, full of ſtench and cor- 
pon, ariſing from the poiſonous exhalations. 
fouls dead in treſpaſſes and fins. Therefore 


came 
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Came the flood to cleanſe it, after it had ſhake 
the earth, they placed all their thoughts upor 
to pieces. What ailed thee, O Sinai, that the 


5 athered againſt the Lord. And how 4 go + 


. 


. ae . 
1 Let Iſaiah ſpeak, who wrote ſoon af 


© exrrupters, they have forſaken: rhe Lord, & 


becauſe the Lord deſcended on thee in the fla 


foon be heard thro all the regions of the gray 
and proclaimed- by the voice of ten thouſan 


x e res at Mount Sinai. What (wallowed 1 
Kor 


his ſchiſmatical Levites againſt Aaron their 
prieſt, Dathan and Abiram, with. Ho repubMi 
can rebels, againſt Moſes 1 
they went quict into the pit. 
al people would confider, more than they ll 


La Ah in nation, 2 a peop! laden wii 


„ "I 
- 46 a + 
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trembledſt from thy foundations? Was it ne 


La) 


of devouring fire, encompaſſed with blackneſs | 
darkneſs, attended by the ligbtenings of his ver 
geance, uſhered in by that frumpet that ſha 


thunders? And wherefore did he ſo deſce 
but to ſhew what * wrath the law worketh again 
the tranſgreſſors of it; and * fin is the tranſerd 
ing of the law; therefore fin was the cauſe of t 


Dathan, and Abiram © Sin. They we 


Lox YES woes. 


4? Becauſe againſt his anointed. 6 


Were 
e to be wil 


wow 9 — theſe pak Lnarrs 'tbe Lord, and 
avoiding their in. WY 
and ad e alen, when t 
z eke happened in the days of king 


that time — when this judgment had: had no 


6 wmrquity,. a ſeed. of evil doors, 


Nom. iv „ + £44 Johi-#12, 4. 


3 6 


earthquake which ha 


g againſt Kingdom; the kingdom of ſin fo prevail- 


that he is 1aiſed up out of bis H. habitation, jo ſhake 


fore Gad, to give 


| remains, that 1 hew how w n 
9 


tbe ann 


cc they are gone away Ae From che ſole 


«of the foot, even unto the head, there is 10 

« ſoundneſs in it, but wounds, and bruiſes, and 
c putrifying ſores.” That fo was the cauſe of the 
ed when the world had' 
nailed the Lord of glory to the crofs, need not 
be told a Cbriſtian audience. And that at his 
reſurrection ſhewed he had /haken the kingdom 


of fin from it's foundations in the deepeſt hell, 


and would ſoon difſo/e and defiroy it. The earth- 


quakes that our B. Lord ſays, "ſhall be the fore- 


runners of his ſecond Advent, he ſhews us like- 
wiſe, are pictures and puniſhments: of cor- 
reſponding commotions in the ſpiritual” world, 
which is then to be full of: confuſion, ' tumult, 
violence, and deſolation, wars and rumours of 
wars, nation riſmg againſt nation, and Rinigdom. 


ing, that he ſays — when the fon of man cometh, 
ſhall be find faith on the earth? Therefore it is, 


terribly this finful cartb. As it is written alſo in 
the book of Rev. after the deſcription of the 
great and dreadful earthquake, ſuch as was not 
fince men were upon the earth * and great Ba- 
« bylon'[i. e. the and] came in remtmbrance be- 
unto her the cup of the' wa 
19 our ferceneſs of his wrath. adh 

2 is ſufficient knee that 0 
the 1 5 and n the cauſ of arrbpukes. 12 
ann ho: | 


I. Sy 


giving glory to the God of heaven,  , _ 
I There is no one, I believe, that is not af- 
Jrighted, and ſore amazed, when he reads the 


ſhrieks and cries of the inhabitatits entombed in 


Views the ſmoke of the city aſcending like the 
Jmbke of a furnace, as if a fire was kindled, in the 


B. Jeſus, to have mercy upon them? Here is mi- 


Which chiefly, alas, almoſt ſolely, engage our 


Who is there, that is not ſore afrighted, and 
2 of God, thus manifeſt in his anger. But 
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II. Part of the text, N ighted, arid 


accounts of the late dreadful earthquake at Liſ- 

bon.” Which does not appear, as yet, fully to 
have delivered its meſſage, or finiſhed its tremen- 
dous circuit. No one but his fleſh creeps at the 
thoughts of it, and his heart is moved out of bis place 
— No one but ſtill thinks he feels the earth rock- 
ing under his feet, and flaggering like à drunk- 
ard: hears the craſhing of falling houſes, and the 


the ruins ; beholds the water, ſuddenly retiring, 
and diſcovering its channel dry, and then, in an 
inſtant, returning, and overwhelming all — 


anger of the Almighty, and burnt from the low- | 
ermoſt hell? But above all, who can but com- 
paſſionate the 'poor, diſtreſſed, and periſhing 
ſouls, taken away in their ſins, without time for 
thought and repentance, ſome immerſed in cares, 
and ſome in pleaſures, all hurried inſtantly to the 
bar of God, not able to put up one prayer to the 


ſery indeed! The earthquake and it's terrors, 
thoughts, is but the beginning of ſorrows to ſuch. 
that does not feel his beart melt like wax, ar the 
him not be affrighted for. them: only, but 


Ry 

1 

5 
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for his own Ms © ſoul.” Let him turn his 
eyes upon himſelf, and think where he ſhould 
have been, had God fo dealt with him on that 
fatal ſaturday, when he can aſſign no reaſon for 
His not dealing fo, but his infinite and undeſer- 
ved love and mercy, ſeeing he alſo is in the | ame 
condemnation of fin and death, and far, 9 1 75 
from being more righteous than the unhap 
ferers. Let not his fright be like that of 1 
raclites „who * fled, ſaying, leſt the earth folly 
us up alſo, and next day returned to their fin and 
rebellion but a fear of the Lord, which is the 
Fred of that wiſdom that maketh wiſe unto 
tion, by leading him to give glory to the God 
1 heaven, that ſo his mercy may be on them 
« that fear him, throughout all generations.” In 
order to which, the two following directions 
may be given, ariſing from what has Fa aid. 
The 1ft method, then, of giving er bt” to oy 
s, by acknowledging his hand in 
calamities — © Hear ye the rod, (ſays t > 
«> Micah) and who bath appointed it.” See God, 


for and obſerve the hand that chaſtiſes. In all ſuf. | 
es, Wl frings, from the greateſt to the leaſt, let us 
the confeſs with old El, it is the Lord, and | pro- 
the firate on the duſt out of which we were Crd. 
mi- and into which we muſt ſoon be reſolved, reſign 
rs, ourſelves humbled under his migh hand, in 
our che words of H. Fob — << The Lord gave, and 
uch. he Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the 
* name of tbe Lord.” To acknowlegs the hand 


of God in public calamities, is the firſt and 
but 2 Numb. xvI. 34. n . 


1 16 ] 
grand ſtep to converſion. And it is very diffi- ; 
cult to make men take it. Taiah complains of * 
it, 26. 10, Let favour (ſays he) be ſhewed to 0 
<« the wicked [as it has indeed been to us] yet | bet 
cc xyill he not righteouſneſs ; in the land of It 1 
te uprightaeſs I che church of God] will he fill I 
; 64 deal unjuſtly, and vill not behold the majeſty of 
« the Lord { diſplayed i in his judgments.] Lord, 
«when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee,” 
How buly are our philoſophical infidels, in ſoft- 
ly ſoothing peoples awakened conſciences to 
 Uleep, and ſowing pillows to their elbows, that 

they may reſt eaſy, by rendring their rea 45. 
A why we have had our ſhock, and have nothing 
more to fear. How happy and comfortable do 
people feel, -when they think they have diſco- 
vered a way of ſhutting God out of the queſtion, 
and accounting for every thing without him? 


O the < Bla of deceit, and myſtery of iniquity, 
that lye folded up in the heart of finful man; 


glad to get rid of his Creator, and baniſh his Al- il to 
mighty Redeemer, who has all power and go- ep 
vernment, from his thoughts, tho' at the price Me t 
of his beloved and adored reaſon, and even com- ow. 
mon ſenſe. For he who can ſuppoſe one of the reque 


richeſt cities of the world laid in ruins, and 
' thouſands of it's inhabitants killed, without his 
hand and deſign, whoſe providence extends to the 
hairs of a man's bead, is brother, J am ſure, to 
that foo! of the Plalmiſt, who ſays there is no God. 
3 We" ſuch freethinking and freetalking is ac- 0 
counted in the fight of God, Feremiah tells us, 

* 3. They have BELIED the Lord, and ſaid 


cc i. 


LE: & 


WA rw 
« if is not he, neither ſhall evil come upon 26. 
To aſcribe ſuch a thing to any but God, is no 
better than a reproach and ſlander caſt upon him. 
lt is giving him the he. But ſuch is the power 
of reaſon, that men can do that very calmly to 
God, which they don't dare do to each other. 
This backwardneſs of men to on God in his 
judgments, is occaſioned by two things — 1ſt. 
A want of faith, which all men have not; and a 
natural man, without Faith's perſpective, cannot 
carry his view thro' ſecondary cauſes, and look 
ſo high as the hand of God. 2dly, A great un- 
willingneſs in men to own God is become their 
memy, and fights againſt them. Therefore, in 
al afflictions, they are very deſirous. to prove 
God not the author of them, but ſome. other 
cauſe. Any other, but that, We don't care to 
cknowlege our ſufferings of evil to be judgments 
rom God, becauſe that proves our doings of e- 
il to be ſins againſt God, which we would feign 
lep a little longer. To be able therefore to 
pve this firſt glory to the God of heaven, of ac- 
inowledging his hand, there is need of much 
tequent, and earneſt prayer to him, to increaſe 
ur Faith, enlighten our darkneſs, and humble 
dur pride. This will draw from us, (and very 
lard it is to draw) the | 0 
24. Acknowledgment, or way of giving glory 
b God, by confefling that our fins. are the cauſe 
if his judgments, and that we deſerve them; - 


at ſo the Almighty may be ju/tified, when be 


Las in judgment, and clear when he is judged 


And thus to 2 / him, is indeed to glortfy 


im before men and angels, when all cry out, 
. C 


181] 
and nabe but one ſound to be beard, without any Ml ©v 
jarring, or diſcord — © Rigbteous art thou, Q 
Lord, and ju are thy judgments!” Not only 
== © Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
« God Almighty ;” but—-* 7uft and true are thy | 
* ways, thou king of ſarnts !” It is a dutiful ac- 

Eknowledgment the church owes to God, hum. 

bly to ſubmit herſelf to his correction, and own, 

in penitential tears, the judgment to be juſt. We 
ſee her paying it, Mic. 7. 9. I will bear the 

« indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have fined 

ce againſt him.” And again, Lam. 1. 18. « The 

« Lord is righteous, for I have rebelled again 

| & him; — hear, 1 pray you, all peo le, and be- 
«hold my ſorrow!” A voice ſurely from the 
duſt and aſhes of Liſbon ! — * Hear, I pray you 

all people, and behold my forrow ! How do I ji 
ce ſolitary, that was full of people ! How am I be 

ce come as a widow ! I that was great among t 

e nations, and princeſs among the provinces, bow 

ein one hour, am I become deſolate ! I weep for 

in this night of ſorrow, the tears of affliction 
are vn my cheeks. Weep with me, O my ſiſteſ 
* city of trade and merchandize. But weep n 


fer me only, but for yourſelf and your children print 
For tranſgreſfing the law of Jeſus am I fallen it r 
and thou flandeft by faith. He has vverthrougſomp 
eme as be overthrew" Sodom and Gomorrab, au refer 


I jou are as @ firebrand pluthed out of the burning 
jet yon have not returned unto him. Theref0 
prepare to meet thy Gad. Twice have thy pala 
ces likewiſe ſhaken from their foundation 
The ſecond time they were all but dow 

We ſecond woe, therefore, is paſt, and bebe 


1 unle 


T1197] 
y ill © unleſs thou -repenteſt, le third Woe - nnd 
« quickly. Thou alſo ſhalt Behold me 


afmoking! Remember, and RrPrNr. ” This 
is the ſhort, but very full ſermon, that Liſbon in 


n- 
m, Wl remainder that is about to periſh. For ſurely, 
Ve vithout a reformation, and that a very ſpeedy one 


W too, about to periſh every thing is, th is yet left 
amongſt us of Chriſtianity. And the nation is 
e foing with it. For however the republics of 
; heathen Greece and Rome, to anſwer the ends of 
n all wiſe Providence, might be ſuffered to ſub- 
itt for many ages together, upon principles of 


%. whom they once neu, never yet were 


ruins preaches to London in fin. And not to a” 
London only, but to us all, that we ſhould* 
ſpeedily amend what is amiſs, and confirm the 


Wie human policy, a people apoftatized from 


uffered to continue long. And what are we, as 
People? As to faith—are not the doctrines of 


nM te Trinity, and Divinity of our Lord and Saviour, 


Without which our Redemption is abſolutely void, 


bit not done, with encouragement ? Has not a a 
omplaint againſt Arianiſin been followed by the 
referment of the offender? And have we not 
eſides lived to hear of a guardian of Chriſtiani-, 


mt of the ſervice of the church, only becauſe it 


2 to 


y moving the lay powers to expunge a creed” 


tontains the faith he has ſubſcribed to, and ſworn / 
b defend; by which ſubſcription to the Chriſ- 
kn faith, he holds — that empowers him 


Ind we are yet in our fins, with the intolerable 
burden of the wrath of God lying upon us, blaſ- 

Whihemed and ridiculed openly in poi noe and 
int? Is not this done, without diſcouragement? 


F 
} 
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= 
to move for it's overthrow ? — In ſhort, if he 
diſciples. have not the courage to write and ſpeak 
out, no, for the honour. of their Bleſſed Lord and 
maſter, they may een ſleep on, and take their reſt, 
for the hour ſeems to be at hand. — Again — As 
to unity of Spirit, are we not diſtracted and torn 
to pieces with ſchiſms and ſeparations? And as 
to r1ghteouſneſs of life, are not the people of this 
land dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, idleneſs, drunken. 
neſs, luxury, extravagance, and debauchery ? For 
THESE things cometh the wrath of God, and diſ- 
ordered nature proclaims the impending 4:/treſsf 
and perplexity of nations. And O may we of this 
nation never read a hand writing upon the wall offi 
heaven, in the illuminated capitals of the Al- 
mighty, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN — 
God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it 
thou art weighed in the ballances of heaven, ana 
found wanting the merits of a rejected Redeem 
erz; and therefore thy kingdom is Adee and give 
away. Nothing but a ſincere and laſting repent- 
ance can ſave us. How far we of this place 
might go towards reforming the nation, is more 
than any one can tell. But leaving the event ol 
that to God, let every one reform his own hear 
and ways, that he may be counted worthy to «lf 
cape all theſe dreadful things, and to ſtand befor 
the ſon of man. For yet a little while, and thergy 
is an earthquake coming, far more terrible tha 
that at Liſbon. Time and fickneſs will foo 
ſhake theſe houſes, our bodies, to pieces, and the 
. grave open her mouth, to ſwallow them up. The 
FB will begin a commotion in the ſoul-of the impe 
; nitent ſinner, as impoſſible to deſcribe, as pres 
gp int 
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be * „ 
K intolerable to feel. Then ſhall che earth indeed 
id Ml ſhake and tremble, the very foundations of the 


mountains, exalted againſt the knowlege of Chrift, 
quake and be removed, becauſe of the wrath” of 
God due to unrepented ſin. Then ſhall the in- 
fernal pit diſcloſe her everlaſting flames, the por- 
tion of thoſe who have not, by faith and obe- 
lence, made Yeſus their God and Saviour, who 
is ſhortly ariſing" up out of bis boly temple, to ſhake 
terribly the earth, and all it's ae for the 
laſt time. Liſbon exhibits to us a faint picture 
of what the 2world will then be. Let us make 
this uſe of it, for it is deſigned for that purpoſe. 
The ear of faith hears nature proclaiming the 
Advent of her Lord, in the ſame manner ſhe 
proclaimed his death and reſurrection ; hears her 
crying aloud thro! all her works, and ſaying, 
ith the Spirit, to the churches — in the voice of 
agb thundrings — and O that with theſe #09 

Wl uthful <0:7efſes, we could ſound the ſame ever- 
ing truth thro all the kingdoms of the earth, 
bat it might reſound to the regions of eternity, 
Nad ſtrike for ever dumb the enemy and avenger 
WM Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at band. 
d, he cometh quickly ! His faithful meſſengers 
Wie already arrived to prepare the way, but the 
ond is determined not to hear them — Wars, 
md rumours of wars, nation rifing rag nation, 
nd kingdom againſt kingdom, earthquakes in 3 
ters places, diftreſs of nations with perplexi 


a and the waves roaring. When you ſee c theſs 
impe lings come to paſs, ſays Chriſt, bow ye for cer- 
8 It 1 Sg that the kingdom of God is nigh, even at the, 


rs. Heaven and earth, wm ne, Ju paſs a- 
| e hs. 
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„ but my words not paſs away . No, Bleſſod 
12 ns fo _ Oy: till all be ful. 
e We believe, help our unblief. Ws belicve 
that thou art the very and almighty ebough, 
God over all, bleſſed for ever; 8 
king of Glory, O- Chrift, the everlaſiing ſon of tha 
father. We believe, that «whex thou tookeſt upon 
thee to deliver man, thou didſt not abbor the wir 
ns womb; that when thou badſt overcome the 


Ci 
ſharpneſs of death, thou didft open the kingdom of 
beaven to all believers. We believe, that thou þ 


© teſt of the right hand of God, in the gry of | 
father, beholding the thoughts of every | 
| here preſent, and ready, with thoſe arms d 
mercy, which were ſtretched out on whe the crok 
to receive and embrace every returning 1 
We believe that thou ſhalt ſhortly come to 2 
judge. We therefore pray thee, help thy ſervant, 
| whom thou haſt redeemed with. thy mo pre 0 
blood. Enable us to uſe this manifeſtation of tl 
judgment, as an earneſt of thy approaching ax 
pearance to judge the world, to pray for the pod 
ſurviving ſufferers, and ourſelves, that we n 
be led by it to a /afting repentance, - that tl 
kingdom of grace may be eſtabliſhed in all o 
hearts, and 5 will be Se in the thorough fan 
 - tification. of our ſouls, till numbered 031%) 4 
 Jaints in glory everlaſting, we may with 9 
heart, and one voice, give glory. to the G00 
heaven, the ever Bleſſed Trinky: in eee | 


ther; Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
"To whom be aſcribed all bonomt and gh 
now and for evermore. Amen. po 
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